
 
 
SPRINGFIELD JR. THUNDERBIRDS – ANTONIO SCALISE 
Antonio is the goalie for the ’05 Jr. Thunderbirds. He is a hard-working player who comes to each practice ready to 
perform both mentally and physically which has allowed him to continuously improve his skills. As the goalie, he sees the 
puck well and allows his team to compete in games. Antonio played great during the Green Mountain Avalanche 
Tournament at Jay Peak. Off the ice, Antonio is a high honor student in middle school. This past summer, he was the 
catcher (first baseman & relief pitcher) for the Pittsfield Little League team that won the Massachusetts state 
championship. He hit a walk-off, double in the bottom of the 6th (final) inning to secure the victory and advance them to 
the Little League World Series New England Region tournament in Bristol, CT. The team, representing Massachusetts, 
went on to win the winners bracket with victories over NH, ME, and RI, and ultimately fell to RI 3-2 in the championship 
game. Proudly, the vinyl image of Antonio’s state championship walk-off double is depicted on his goalie mask.  
 
NEW ENGALND JR. FALCONS – KRISTINE WEINBERG 
Kristine is a leader on the Mite Futures. On the ice, she leads by example with her hardworking personality. Her 
perseverance was rewarded last weekend with five goals and one assist helping her team to take the 6-4 victory over the 
Boston Bandits. As a hockey fan, her favorite team is the NJ Devils and her favorite player is Taylor Hall. Off the ice, 
Kristine is a third grader who enjoys playing lacrosse and loves animals of all kinds. In the future, she would like to be a 
veterinarian. She also likes watching movies and playing video games with her older sister Kelli. Coach Madsen states that 
Kristine is a pleasure to coach and feels lucky to have her on the team! 
 
NEW ENGALND JR. FALCONS – OWEN SAMPSON 
Owen is a key player on the Mite Futures. As the goalie, Owen strives for perfection and already has two shut-outs on the 
year. He takes every goal personally and is always looking to improve his game. Last Saturday Owen was on top of his 
game with 26 saves in a 5-4 victory over the Islanders Hockey Club. When he isn’t at the rink, he loves watching WWE 
and playing Fortnite with friends. Owen’s favorite hockey team is the Vegas Golden Knights. His favorite goalie is Marc 
Andre Fleury. Coach Madsen states that Owen is a great teammate and a pleasure to have on the Futures team! 
 

See more è 



 
 
 
CONNECTICUT JR. HUSKIES – RYAN BIRKENSHAW 
Ryan plays for the ’06 Jr. Huskies. He has gotten off to a great start this season. Whether it’s a practice or a game, Ryan 
shows up ready to go and brings a high level of focus and competition to every drill, every repetition, and every shift that 
he plays — his improvement and success so far this season comes as no surprise. Ryan has always been a strong skater 
and great competitor, but he’s made great strides lately in his puck handling and ability to read the play and move the 
puck in all three zones of the ice. In the locker room, he’s a leader amongst his teammates and sets a great example of 
the type of drive, work ethic, and focus that it takes to continue to get better. Off the ice, Ryan is a determined and 
caring kid. In sports, he gives his all whether it’s at hockey, lacrosse or racing go karts!  Last year, he won the 
championship in his go kart division! He has been playing hockey since he could walk and that drive has never wavered! 
In school, Ryan is an excellent student and a member of the student council. His parents are incredibly proud of the 
young man he’s becoming. Coach Anastasio looks forward to Ryan’s continued development and seeing him grow as a 
person and as a Husky. 
 
 
The Mass/Conn United Player Spotlight is a weekly feature throughout the season. To nominate a player 
for a future Mass/Conn United Player Spotlight, send an email to massconnunited@gmail.com. 

 
 
 


